
English at Minsterley





The English coordinators at Minsterley Primary are 
Miranda Kinnersley and Katie Wilcox



READING CURRICULUM

At Minsterley Primary School we teach reading synthetic phonics, using Essential Letters and Sounds, guided 
reading, whole class or in a smaller group, and individual reading, which is encouraged and monitored through the 
Accelerated Reader Scheme. 

At Minsterley Primary School we teach reading comprehension by focussing on the following key skills: 
• extending active and passive vocabulary 
• retrieval 
• inference 
• prediction 
• evaluation 
• explanation  
• summary

These skills are revisited regularly and frequently through the primary phase. 



PHONICS

At Minsterley Primary School we teach phonics using the approved scheme Essential Letters and Sounds. 

Phonics is taught daily in EYFS and KS1. Each phonic session lasts between 20-30mins and children are taught in whole 
year groups by a teacher. 

Essential Letters and Sounds teaches children to read using a systematic synthetic phonics approach. It is designed to 
be used as part of an early learning environment that is rich in talk and story, where children experience the joy of 
books and language whilst rapidly acquiring the skills to become fluent independent readers and writers. ELS teaches 
children to: 

• decode by identifying each sound within a word and blending them together to read fluently 
• encode by segmenting each sound to write words accurately. 

Teachers follow ELS planning which is displayed on the following page.







GUIDED READING

During Reception and Year 1, guided reading  in smaller groups regularly takes place, at least once a week, as 
part of Essential Letters and Sounds programme – in the Apply phase of learning. 

For pupils in Year 1 and 2 there is a daily guided reading slot focussing on the development of comprehension 
skills.  This is part of the daily carousel of learning activities in the classroom to develop early reading and 
writing skills. 

In Years 3 to 6  guided reading is taught at least three times a week – either as a whole class or in smaller 
groups.  The learning will take various forms including, class or group discussion and informal or formal 
recording of responses.  Sometimes children work individually and sometimes collaboratively with partners.

Guided reading activities are based on a wide variety of texts: fiction, including for example a class novel or 
stand alone short stories; non-fiction texts almost always linked to other curriculum areas such as science, 
history or RE and a range of poems.   



INDIVIDUAL READING

As soon as children start in Reception they begin a intense programme of phonics-based learning where every book 
individually matches the phonemes and graphemes that are being taught in Essential Letters and Sounds.

Accelerated Reader: from Years 1 to 6 the children’s reading development is enhanced by Accelerated Reader. This 
is a reading system which is designed to facilitate pupil reading growth and reading comprehension. 

All pupils have a reading diary in which the title of their book, how much they have read and comments on how to 
improve fluency are recorded. 

Pupils are encouraged to read widely and choose texts from a wide range of different sources: school reading 
books, library books, books from home/family and a very large choice of SLS e-books, which all pupils can borrow 
freely  to read at school or at home. 

For each year group we have compiled a list of 20 ‘Highly Recommended’ books which we strongly encourage all 
children to read or share with an adult. 



READING  ASSESSMENT

Assessment for Learning  takes place continuously throughout Reception to ensure that children keep up rather 
than ‘catch up’ with the Essential Letters and Sounds programme.  This is achieved both during the daily phonics 
lesson through teacher observation and also using a half termly grapheme checker, which reported to parents and 
carers.

From the beginning of  Year 1, when children are ready, they are given a book-banded book which is a ‘sharing 
book’ – it can be read with parents and may contain unfamiliar phonemes and graphemes.  The purpose of these 
books is to broaden the range of text and reading experiences, develop reading comprehension skills and generally 
promote enjoyment of reading for its own sake.

Once every half term every child completes a Star Reader Test which gives a clear indication of progress in reading 
comprehension skills.  This test is fully interactive and reactive: it adjusts in real time to the accuracy and fluency of 
the child’s responses.  

The Accelerated Reading Scheme enables teaching staff to monitor a range of metrics: total word count, number  
and challenge level of books read, accuracy and frequency in completing reading quizzes. It is therefore 
straightforward to track pupils’ individual reading achievements. 



WRITING CURRICULUM

At Minsterley Primary School we teach writing skills on a daily basis as a stand alone lesson.  The purpose and focus 
of the writing will always be linked to a meaningful context. 

Writing skills are developed by focussing on the following key areas: 
• composition
• sentence construction
• word classes
• punctuation
• spelling
These skills are revised, revisited and practised regularly and frequently through the primary phase, following a 
sequence of teaching which always builds upon previous learning. 



• We follow a mastery approach to English through the programme 
‘Pathways to Write.’ Units of work are delivered using high quality 
texts and children in all year groups are given varied opportunities for 
writing. Skills are built up through repetition within the units, and 
children apply these skills in the writing activities provided.  Many 
opportunities for widening children’s vocabulary are given through 
the Pathways to Write approach and this builds on the extensive work 
we do in school to provide our children with a rich and varied 
vocabulary.   















Super Sentences

At Minsterley Primary School we have adapted resources originally produced by Alan Peat and Chris Quigley to create a 
scaffold for sentence construction that can be easily retrieved and applied by pupils.  This approach helps to develop 
the skills required to write coherent, accurate sentences. Grammar knowledge and punctuation skills are introduced 
progressively from Year 1 to Year 6.  However, in addition, all the learning is revised and revisited regularly on a cyclical
basis.  

The learning is introduced to the children as Super Sentences.  The Super Sentence types and examples are displayed in 
every classroom and referred to frequently.  Children are encouraged to use Super Sentences creatively in all their 
writing, including in other curriculum areas.  They are also encouraged to highlight the Super Sentences that they have 
included in their work – which is a useful form of self-assessment and supports independent learning.  











Example



Example



Grammar and Punctuation

At Minsterley Primary School we teach grammar and punctuation skills
through two main routes. All teachers deliver discrete grammar and
punctuation sessions in order to explain, demonstrate and practise key
areas of learning. We use resources and planning from the
Grammasaurus scheme to deliver this. In addition grammar and
punctuation are completely integrated into the Pathways to Write
scheme. This approach ensures that children have plenty of
opportunities to revisit, consolidate and practise key skills.



Spelling

At Minsterley Primary School we teach spelling using two main resources: Essential Letters and Sounds in
Reception and Year 1 and Spelling Shed in Year 1 to Year 6. Spelling skills and knowledge are taught and
practised in a sequence of learning steps.

From Year 1 children are assigned weekly spelling tasks to complete on Spelling Shed. These tasks comprise a
variety of interactive activities which support the children in learning and applying spelling rules and
conventions. Progress in spelling accuracy is assessed using formal tests, dictation exercises and through
observation in children’s independent writing. Particular emphasis is placed on the learning of high frequency
words with tricky spellings, which can present as a challenge to children trained in synthetic phonics.

Children identified as needing extra support with spelling are assigned assignments on Nessy – a specialist
spelling programme which helps children with specific spelling needs.



Handwriting



What would 
you expect to 
see in a English 
lesson at 
Minsterley?

- Independent and responsible learners
-Teaching in line with NC

- High expectations with good pace ‘Teach to the top’ 
- Pitched in line with age expectations
- Opportunities to recap/revisit previous learning through ‘I can 
still’ , mini activities and even whole lessons if required. 
- Small steps, ensuring pupils are secure before moving on
- Live marking/self and peer marking
- Same day intervention
- Focused interventions
-



End of Year Data KS2
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Pupil Premium



End of Year Data KS1



CPD

January 2021 – Reading CPD for all teachers with Chris Ogden

June 2021 – Teachers and TAs  - Chris Ogden English Spiralled 
Curriculum

June 2021 – Jo Holloway and Miranda Kinnersley CPD with Chris 
Quigley – Writing to Learn

September 2021 – Teachers and TAs – SPAG Subject Knowledge 
Chris Ogden

December 2021 – CPD for TAs delivered by Miranda Kinnersley 
SPAG Subject Knowledge

January 2022 – Essential Letters and Sounds training – all 
teachers



Assessment at 
Minsterley

Every term all children in Year 1 to Year 6 complete 
formal written assessments in reading and SPAG.  The 
outcomes from these tests are converted to scaled 
scores.  This is one way of monitoring attainment and 
progress in these areas.

Every half term children complete a STAR Reader test 
which in interactive and reactive to individual 
responses.  The attainments scores in these tests 
provide a consistent reference point.

In addition children’s writing skills are assessed 
continually through live marking.  Verbal feedback 
supports children in developing their writing on a daily 
basis.

Every half term all children complete a piece of 
independent writing which is assessed with reference 
to year group specific ‘I Can’ statements attached to 
the back of each English book.   In this way teachers 
and children can easily keep track of progress.


