
Geography at Minsterley





The Geography coordinator at Minsterley 
Primary is Mel Thomas.



Early Years Foundation Stage

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

Geography is taught in Reception as an integral part of their topic work through Understanding the World.  Their learning is 
supported through child-initiated and adult led activities.  Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of 
their physical world and their community. 

In the Foundation stage, geography makes a significant contribution to developing a child’s understanding of the world 
through activities such as learning about their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction texts and maps, and to explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps.  The children follow the Early 
Years Foundation Stage Curriculum alongside the Curriculum Companion by Chris Quigley.



The Geography Curriculum (Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2)
Our Geography curriculum is based on the National Curriculum 2014. Children are taught about a high-quality geography education which 
should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people.  The teaching of geography should equip pupils with 
knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s 
key physical and human processes.  As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their 
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments.  
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different 
scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.

Key Stage 1 

The National Curriculum for 2014, provides the long term planning for geography taught in the school.  Teachers use the 

National Curriculum alongside Kapow to support their medium-term planning.  

During Key Stage 1, pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom, and their locality. They should 

understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, 

including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

The National Curriculum states that pupils in Key Stage 1 should be taught about:

Locational knowledge:

*name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

*name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding

seas



The Geography Curriculum (Key Stage 1) continued…

Place knowledge
*understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography
*identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
*use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea,
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
*key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop



The Geography Curriculum (Key Stage 1) continued…

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
*use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 

and oceans studied at this key stage,
*use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language (for example, near and 
far; left and right), to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
*use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
*use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its surrounding environment.



The Geography Curriculum (Key Stage 2)

Key Stage 2 
The National Curriculum for Geography 2014, provides the long term planning for geography taught in the school. 
Teachers use the National Curriculum alongside Kapow to support their medium-term planning.  

During Key Stage 2 pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 
Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s 
most significant human and physical features.  They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and 
skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.

Pupils should be taught:
Locational knowledge
*locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities
*name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time



The Geography Curriculum (Key Stage 2) continued…

*identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day 
and night)

Place knowledge 
*understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography - describe and understand key aspects of:  
*physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 
and the water cycle
*human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water



The Geography Curriculum (Key Stage 2) continued…

Geographical skills and fieldwork
*use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and
describe features studied
*use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world
*use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.



Chris Quigley Curriculum – EYFS

Threshold concepts are used as the basis for the organisation of learning and progression.  This are the most important 
aspects of each area of learning, the aspects that recur time and time again in many topics and so prove useful in helping 
pupils to assimilate new information into growing schema. 

These concepts are, therefore, a useful way to organise a curriculum as they provide a way for teachers to relate one topic to 
another, which helps pupils to build on prior knowledge. Threshold concepts are specific to each area of learning. They are 
called threshold concepts because by crossing the threshold, children cross a metaphorical threshold from novice to expert 
and, in doing so, acquire the powerful knowledge or cultural capital that will make them ‘school ready.’

The Threshold concept for Geography is shown here:



Chris Quigley Curriculum – EYFS

Three big ideas drive curriculum provision for geography: 

*investigating places: this involves children learning to describe where places are and what they notice about them; 

*investigating patterns: this involves children noticing spatial relationships;

*communicating geographically: this involves children developing knowledge of geographical representations, such as maps, 
and learning to use geographical terminology.



Chris Quigley Curriculum – EYFS

An example of a progression in milestones could look like the example below, where in Clee Class they would focus on R2 for 
example:



Kapow – Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2

Kapow’s Primary Geography scheme of work aims to inspire pupils to become curious and explorative thinkers with a diverse 
knowledge of the world; in other words, to think like a geographer. 

It supports pupils to develop the confidence to question and observe places, measure and record necessary data in various 
ways, and analyse and present their findings. Through our curriculum, we aim to build an awareness of how geography 
shapes lives at multiple scales and over time with the hope to encourage pupils to become resourceful, active citizens who 
will have the skills to contribute to and improve the world around them.

Our curriculum emphasises the importance of a strong focus on developing both geographical skills and knowledge, critical 
thinking, with the ability to ask perceptive questions and explain and analyse evidence.  To support the development of 
fieldwork skills across each year group and help children gain a deep interest and knowledge of their locality and how it 
differs from other areas of the world and finally a growing understanding of geographical concepts, terms and vocabulary.

Through a clear progression of skills and knowledge within four strands across each year group, we ensure these are taught   
within each year group and develop to ensure that attainment targets are securely met by the end of each key stage. 
Geographical key concepts are woven across all units rather than being taught discretely.



Kapow – Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2

The impact of Kapow’s Primary scheme can be monitored through assessment opportunities.  Examples of this 
might include:
• Questioning

• Quizzes

• Vocabulary

• Brain drop

• Jamboards

• Kahoot Quizzes

• Google Quizzes – end of the week quiz

• Continuous Provision – Play – Observations

• Kate Jones strategies

• True/False

• Thumbs up/thumbs down



Building a Geography Schema

What is a schema? 
Schema theory states that all knowledge is organised into units. A schema is, therefore, a conceptual system 
for understanding knowledge. 

A subject schema is a way of organising knowledge in a meaningful way; it is an appreciation of how facts are 
connected and the ways in which they are connected. A schema is distinct from information, which is just 
isolated facts that have no organisational basis or links. The diagram below shows the difference between 
information and a schema. 

Within geography teaching, this helps teachers to help their students form a geography schema by:
• using concepts as the basis for the schema 

• strengthening the schema with knowledge 

• further deepening connections through tasks.



Concepts as the basis for a schema

To build a geography schema we recommend that ‘threshold concepts’ are used.   These are the big ideas that underpin the 
subject. The three threshold concepts in geography are: 

• Investigate places – This concept involves understanding the geographical location of places and their physical and human 
features. 

• Investigate patterns – This concept involves an appreciation of the characteristic features of the past and that these 
features are similar and different across time periods, and an understanding that life is different for different sections of
society. 

• Communicate geographically – This concept involves an understanding of how to chart the passing of time and how some 
aspects of history happened at similar times in different places. 



Concepts as the basis for a schema

This shows the three concepts as the basis for a geography schema.



Facets of 
Knowledge

Strengthen the schema with knowledge

As lessons are planned through Kapow, teachers still 
endeavour to ensure that each threshold concept is used 
and revisited over time to enabled children to make links 
and strengthen their understanding for the facets of 
knowledge.

The diagram provides a picture of how the schema is 
strengthened through the facets of knowledge.
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Geographical Concepts – Investigating Places

*Place and Space - this signifies more than a geographical location, it encompasses distinctive features, landscape, community, 
and diversity.  It acts as a foundation for ideas like location, distribution, pattern, interaction, and distance.

Physical and Human processes - involves understanding the natural and societal influences that shape our world. Physical 
processes include natural phenomena like weather patterns and landform development. Human processes encompass 
activities such as urban growth and farming that have a profound impact on our surroundings. Pupils learn that the two types 
of processes are interlinked and influence the other.



Geographical Concepts – Investigate Patterns

*Environmental Impact and Sustainable development - environmental impact and sustainable development explore the 
relationship between humans and the Earth. Pupils examine how human activities affect ecosystems and lead to 
environmental changes, both locally and globally. They look at the importance of using resources sustainably to bal-ance our 
current needs with those of future generations.

Diversity and Cultural awareness - this help pupils to understand the world's rich array of physical and human characteristics. 
These concepts encourage exploration and comparison of similarities and differences between various cultures and identities, 
deepening understanding of our global community. In addition, they shed light on critical perspectives such as decolonising, 
and young people’s geographies, fostering a more inclusive and diverse understanding of the world around us as well as 
appreciating different values and attitudes and their influence on geographical issues.

*Interdependence – this is a key idea, highlighting how everything, including people, places, environments, and processes, are 
linked together in numerous ways. Children gain an understanding that changes or events in one place can impact another 
place, even if they're far away from each other. Interdependence explores these connections and how they shape the world 
around us.



Geographical Concepts – Communicating 
Geographically

*Scale - can refer to the size or level of geography, from local to national, international and global. Pupils make links between 
geographical issues and processes at these different scales. Scale also helps us understand how different geo-graphical 
concepts are interconnected at various levels.



Geography Lessons at Minsterley

A main geography lesson is taught weekly for half of every term.  This is then swapped with history for the other half 
of the term.

Teacher’s carefully plan so that students have a chance to connect topics together using the threads which helps 
children understand how these are reflected throughout geography in various ways.

When planning, the knowledge webs are not seen as a ‘fact sheet’ whereby, children can recite the facts, they are 
judged to have learned something. Instead, teachers must use their professional expertise to create appropriate 
lessons to convey the knowledge. 



Additional Vocabulary - EYFS



Additional Vocabulary – Key Stage 1 – Year 1



Additional Vocabulary – Key Stage 1 – Year 2



Additional Vocabulary – LKS2 – Year 3



Additional Vocabulary – LKS2 – Year 4



Additional Vocabulary – UKS2 – Year 5



Additional Vocabulary – UKS2 – Year 6



SEND in Geography
To ensure that all children are able to access the geography curriculum, there are provisions put in place to 

support. Below are some examples:

• Explicit Instruction:  To support children in this way it is important that teachers use clear and succinct language when 

teaching, and to check pupils understanding frequently.  Helping pupils to organise their thinking by ‘chunking’ the content 

and introducing new material in small steps as well as modelling how to complete tasks before expecting pupils to work 

independently.  Examples in class could consist of:  work can be differentiated to accommodate children that may find the 

main task a little tricky and also in mixed classes the work may be slightly altered to support those working in a different 

year group or curriculum, adults are also used for support for children that may need a scribe or repeat instructions.

• Cognitive & Metacognitive Strategies:  To ensure all pupils are able to recall previously learned content before moving onto 

new content, support them to plan, monitor and evaluate their own learning as well as modelling the selection of 

metacognitive strategies.  Examples in class could consist of:  children can also present their work verbally.

• Scaffolding:  Teachers provide scaffolds that allow pupils to access learning.  Examples in class could consist of: children 

may be given a word bank to support difficulties with spelling, working memory and children with EAL.

• Flexible Grouping:  Teacher’s group pupils in a way that reduces any stigma.  Examples in class could consist of:  children 

working together as ‘buddies.’



SEND in Geography
To ensure that all children are able to access the history curriculum, there are provisions put in place to support. 

Below are some examples:  

• Using technology:  Children are able to utilise technology.  Examples in class could consist of:  images can also be helpful 

to support children and ensure that overwording in PowerPoints does not inhibit learning,  in Key Stage 2, children work 

on Chromebooks to type their work.  This helps support children who have difficulty with handwriting or other needs.  

The Chromebooks can also be used with a headset so that children can ‘speak’ their work into their document.


