
 

Welcome to the Early Years! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Start ing  schoo l  is  an important step  in  any  ch i ld ’s  l i fe ,  but  

i t  need  not  be a  traumatic  one .   We hope that  the  

contents  of  th is  booklet  wi l l  he lp  you  to  prepare your  

ch i ld  for  the ir  f irst  schoo l  exper iences .   Th is  booklet  w i l l  

a l so  g ive  you  an  ins ight into  your  ch i ld ’ s  educat ion in  the 

‘Ear ly  Years  Foundat ion Stage . ’  

 
 

 



 

 

 

Starting Points 

 
When ch i ldren  start  schoo l  they have  had  d ifferent 

exper iences  of  the  wor ld .   With in  the  f irst  few days ,  

the  teachers  are  ab le  to  deve lop  a  p icture  of  what 

your  ch i ld  can  do  and  th is  he lps  us  to  bu i ld  upon 

the ir  prev ious  exper iences .   The ch i ldren  are  inv i ted 

to  spend  a  morning  and  a  fu l l  day  in  the ir  new c lass  

pr ior  to  them start ing schoo l  to  get  themselves  

fami l i ar  with  their  surroundings ,  meet  their  teacher  

and the ch i ldren in  the ir  c lass .   We look  forward to  

hav ing  your  ch i ld  at  Minster ley  Pr imary Schoo l  and as  

we  encourage parents  to  use  our  ‘ open door ’  po l i cy  

p lease  don ’ t  hes itate  to  ask any quest ions .  

 

 

Before your  ch i ld  enters  statutory educat ion  they  

w i l l  probably  have  attended a  P laygroup or  Nursery .   

At  Minster ley  we are fortunate to  have an exce l lent  

Nursery,  which ,  l i ke  us ,  acknowledges the importance  

of  l i nks  between  pre -schoo l  and schoo l .   The Nursery 

fo l lows  the ‘Ear ly  Years  Foundat ion Stage ’  

curr icu lum,  which conc ludes  at  the end of  the  

Recept ion year  in  our  Pr imary Schoo l .  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Early Years Foundation Stage  
 

The Ear ly  Years  Foundat ion Stage contains  seven  areas  of  

learn ing ,  wh ich are:  

 

  Communicat ion and Language  

  Phys ica l  Deve lopment  

  Persona l, Soc ia l  and Emotiona l Deve lopment  

  L iteracy  

  Mathemat ics  

  Understand ing the Wor ld  

  Express ive Arts and Des ign  

 

These seven areas  are the bas is  for  learn ing  new sk i l ls  

as  we l l  as  deve lop ing pr ior  knowledge .   A l l  of  these  

areas  form the foundat ion  for  later  work  throughout  

your  ch i ld ’ s  schoo l  l ife .  

 

A  very important aspect of  a  ch i ld ’s  learning i s  the ir  

need to  p lay .   This  prov ides  ch i ldren w ith  a  var iety  of  

learn ing  exper iences ,  wh ich w i l l  cha l lenge  them,  but  b e 

fu l l  of  enjoyment .   In  C lass  1  the ch i ldren exper ience 

four  d ifferent types  of  p lay :  

 

  Chi ld In it iated Learning – th is  i nvo lves  the  

ch i ldren p lann ing their  own act iv it ies .   They  

dec ide  what  they wou ld  l ike  to  do  and se lect  

what  they need;  th is  g ives  them the 

respons ib i l i ty  of  becoming  independent .   They 

then carry through the  act iv i ty .   At  the end of  

the  sess ion they ta lk  about what they  have done 

w ith  other  ch i ldren  and  their  teacher .   You w i l l  

probab ly  hear  your  ch i ld  refer  to  i t  as  'P lanned 

P lay ’ .  

 

  Chi ld Led – where  the ch i ld  makes  their  own 

dec is ions  about their  f ina l  resu lt  of  p lay  us ing a  

var iety  of  act iv i t ies  or  tasks .     

 

 

  Teacher Led – th is  is  where the  teacher  d irects  

the  ch i ldren to  a  specif ied act iv i ty .   The teacher  

then sets  a  cha l lenge and  the  ch i ld ,  us ing  the 

resources  prov ided,  carr ies  out  the act iv i ty .   

 



 

  Teacher Directed – the teacher  dec ides  how an  

act iv i ty  or  task is  to  be carr ied out  and  the 

ch i ld  works  towards the des ignated cha l lenge .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Before Starting School 

 
Ch i ldren  are  natura l  learners  and the ir  i n -bui l t  cur ios i ty  

and eagerness  to  know everything about  themse lves  and  

the  wor ld  is  ev ident .   There are many  ways  in  wh ich  you 

can  he lp  your  ch i ld  prepare for  schoo l .   Here are a  few 

examples  of  act iv it ies ,  wh ich w i l l  encourage learning :  

 

1. At Home:  

  Recogn is ing co lours  

  Count ing everyday objects e.g. plates, cups  

  Dress themse lves  

  Share stor ies e.g. look at p ictures, ta lk about 

what ’s  happening 

  Use words to descr ibe shapes and s izes e.g. b ig, 

sma l l ,  c i rc le, square 

  Matching and sort ing e.g. pa irs of socks  

  Discuss names of fami l iar objects e.g. teddy bear, 

j igsaw, trousers  

 

2. Out and About: 

  Look at street and shop names, traff ic s igns, door 

numbers 

  Talk about peop le they see in the ir surrounding 

env ironment 

  Ident ify d ifferent types of veh ic les  

  Recogn ise jobs that peop le do  

 3. Shopp ing: 

  Recogn ise food packets and labe ls  

  Look at s izes, we ights and amounts  

  Discuss the d ifferent fru its and vegetab les  

  Talk about, recogn ise and use money to pay for 

i tems 



Reading 

 
Enjoy ing  stor ies  i s  an important  part  of  a  ch i ld ’ s  

educat ion and before  your  ch i ld  starts  schoo l  they w i l l  be  

g iven  a  book  bag,  read ing scheme book,  a  free cho ice  book 

and reading record .   When they begin  schoo l  fu l l  t ime,  

your  ch i ld  may a lso  take home a  stor y sack  wh ich is  a  fun  

and enjoyab le  resource to  encourage reading as  a  very 

pos it ive  exper ience .  

 

Ear ly  reading exper iences  w ith parents  shou ld  be  a  

m ixture  of  l is tening to  stor ies ,  reading ,  making up and 

te l l i ng  stor ies .   This  he lp s  deve lop  communicat ion  sk i l ls .  

 

Reading with  your  ch i ld  is  an important  part  of  the ir  

learn ing .   Here are a  few t ips  for  a  successfu l  read ing  

sess ion :  

 

  Make it a qu iet and re laxed t ime e.g. bedtime 

or morn ing. 

 

  Let them choose a story.  It doesn ’t a lways 

have to be their schoo lbook. 

 

  Use the pictures; they are an  inva luable way to 

te l l  a story but do not re ly on them to read the 

text. 

 

  Repeat the story, repet it ion and recogn it ion 

bu i ld up conf idence and fami l iar i ty.  

  Share a var iety of books.  

 

  P lease wr ite in their Reading Record.  Not on ly 

does i t help the teacher f ind out how you fee l 

your chi ld is  do ing, but can a lso be used as a 

communicat ion source between parent and 

teacher for any messages.  

 

  Introduce them to their loca l  l ibrary.  

 

  Encourage fami ly members to read to take an 

act ive ro le with read ing.  It encourages ch i ldren 

to rea l ise that reading is  for everybody!  

 



  Ask ch i ldren to f ind random words with in the 

text.  Th is he lps to show understanding of what 

they are read ing and for recogn is ing fami l iar 

words. 

 

  Use parent prompts for reading.  Th is 

accompan ies the books to make read ing t imes 

successfu l .  You wi l l  f ind he lpfu l h ints in the 

front or back of your chi ld ’s  book.  

 

  Encourage your ch i ld to a lso look for c lues 

with in the pictures and text to exp la in why 

things are happen i ng.  Reading is not just the 

mechanics of read ing the words, but a lso the 

understanding of what is  be ing read.  

 

 

 



 

 

Writing 
 

 

In C lass  1  ch i ldren  are introduced  to  a  var iety  of  

f ict ion and poetry  as  we l l  as  non -f ict ion ,  which  not  

on ly  promotes  a  w ide range  of  reading exper iences  

but wr it ing  too .   When ch i ldren f irst  beg in  to  use  

wr it ing  imp lements  you  wi l l  probab ly  not ice  a  

‘ scr ibb le ’ ,  th is  is  the star t  of  the ir  wr it ing  

exper iences  and is  referred to  as  ‘ Emergent Writ ing. ’  
 

 
Emergent  Writ ing  means  they  are deve lop ing  

the ir  wr it ing  sk i l l s  and  ‘hav ing  a  go . ’   By do ing 

th is ,  i t  g ives  ch i ldren  the conf idence and  

encouragement they  need  t o  become 

independent .   Ch i ldren may start  off  w ith  

symbo ls  to  represent wr it ing ,  but  

not  yet  understand the d ifference  

between wr it ing  and p ictures .  

 

 

Throughout their  deve lopment  with in  the ir  wr itten 

work ch i ldren w i l l  eventua l ly  understand  letter  

knowledge by  us ing  in it i a l  and f ina l  sounds to  make  

very good attempts  w ith s imp le  words .    

 

 

With pos i t ive  re inforcement and a  var ied approach  to  

wr it ing  exper iences ,  ch i ldren  wi l l  grow in  conf idence  to  

make steps  towards  independent wr it ing .  

 

 

 

With everyday wr it ing ,  a lso  comes  handwr it ing .   Dur ing 

the  ear ly  years  ch i ldren have  exper iences  of  us ing 

pract ica l  act iv i t ies  too .  

 

 

 

 



 

 
What I like about being in Class 1! 

 

This is what Class 1  chi ldren l ike about coming 

to school:  

 

 
Wil l i am aged 5:   “I  l ike  p lay ing and do ing my work 

because it  is  fun . ”  

 

Cerys  aged 5:   “I  l ike  p lay ing  because I  get  to  co lour  

i n . ”  

 

T i l ly  aged  5 :   “I  l ike  p lay ing  because  I  get  to  do  

whatever  I  want . ”  

 

Frank aged 4 :  “I  l i ke  to  p lay  and  t idy  up  because 

when  the j ing le  be l ls  go es  it  is  t idy  up  t ime . ”  

 

N irvana aged 5:   “I  l ike  p lay ing because i t  is  fun . ”  

 

Lyd ia  aged  5 :   “I  l i ke  p lay ing  w ith  my fr iends  on  the 

f ie ld  because  we get  to  feed  the m in ibeasts . ”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

School Uniform 

 
We encourage  our  ch i ldren  to  adopt  the  fo l lowing 

un iform.   This  enab les  us  to  g i ve  the  ch i ldren an 

ident i ty  as  a  who le  schoo l ,  both at  schoo l  and  when 

we  are  invo lved  in  events  and  v i s its .   Sweatsh irts  and 

P .E .  t -sh irts  are  ava i lab le  from Mrs Chesters  at  the 

schoo l  off ice .   The un iform cons ists  of :  

 

 

Gir ls        

  Schoo l  sweatshirt  

  Grey or  b lack sk irt  or  trousers  

  White  b louse  or  red or  white  t -sh ir t  or  po lo  sh irt  

  Red and white  check dress  for  Summer  (opt iona l )  

 

 

Boys 

  Schoo l  sweatshirt  

  Grey or  b lack trousers  

  White  or  grey sh ir t  

  Red or  wh ite  t -sh irt  

 

 
For P.E ch i ldren need: 

  Pa ir  of  shorts  

  Purple  T-shirt  with  schoo l  logo  (purchased from 

the  Schoo l  Off ice  for  £3 .50)  

  Pa ir  of  pumps  or  tra iners 

 

For Forest Schoo l:  

  Pa ir  of  we l l ies  ( to  be kept  at  schoo l )  

  Old/warm c lothes  (depending  on the weather)  

  Waterproof coat  or  waterproof a l l  i n  one  

  Uniform (brought in  for  changing in  a  labe l led  bag)  

 

It is  very important that each ch i ld has their 

name c lear ly labe l led in their c loth ing as i t 

reduces the poss ib i l i ty of your c h i ld misp lacing 

the ir uniform and it becoming lost.  

 
 



The School Day 

 
The schoo l  day begins  at  8 .50am and end s at  3 .00pm.   Th is  

i nc ludes  a  15-minute  break in  the morning and 1  hour  for  

lunch .   The ch i ldren in  C lass  1  take  part  i n  a  var iety  of  

learn ing  approaches and act iv it ies ,  which inc lude  who le  

c lass ,  group and  independent learning .   The  schoo l  day  can  

vary depend ing  on  the  le arn ing that  is  tak ing p lace .   B e low 

i s  an example  of  what  a  day  in  c lass  might look l ike :  

 

8.50am – 9.00am  Registrat ion ,  th is  i nc ludes  us ing  2 

he lpers  ca l led  ‘Busybod ies ’ .   They take  on certa in  

respons ib i l i t ies  to  he lp ga in  i n  conf idence ,  encourag ing 

independence and a  he lpfu l  att i tude .   Each  ch i ld  becomes 

a  ‘Busybody ’  in  turn .  

 

9.00am – 10.30am Phonics  & Teach ing Sess ions .  

 

10.30am – 10.45am P layt ime,  th is  is  a  who le  schoo l  

break .   In C lass  1  the new ch i ldren  can p lay  w ith their  

fr iends  whi lst  gett i ng  to  know other  ch i ldren .  

 

10.45am – 11.10am  ELLA (Ear ly  Language & L iteracy 

Act iv i t ies)  &  Dough Disco/F ine  motor  sk i l ls  sess ions .  

 

11.10am – 12.00pm Teach ing sess ion .  

 

12.00pm – 1.00pm Dinner ,  the ch i ldren  in  C lass  1  go  into  

the  ha l l  f irst  and th is  g i ves  them a  regu lar  rout ine .  

 

1.00pm – 3.00pm Teaching sess ions ,  i nc lud ing t ime  for  

p lay .  

 

3.00pm Home t ime .   The ch i ldren in  C lass  1  leave  schoo l  

through the  s ide door  next to  the  o ld  b ike  shed .   Ch i ldren 

are on ly  a l lowed to  leave  once a  parent/carer  h as  been  

spotted by the  teacher  or  T .A.  Th is  ensures  the ch i ld ’ s  

safety and  it  would  be apprec iated  that if  your  ch i ld  is  

be ing p icked up by  another  adu lt  that you let  the ir  

teacher  know.   We do a lso  ask that  parents  do  not  use the 

staff  car  park to  p ick  up  or  drop  ch i ldren off  for  schoo l .   

This  wou ld  be very much  apprec iated  so  that  we can  keep 

a l l  ch i ldren  safe .  

 



 

Independence 

 
The c lassroom env ironment  in  C lass  1  is  organ ised into  

d ifferent areas  of  learn ing in  accordance with  the Ear ly  

Years  Foundat ion Stage  Curr icu lum .   The  areas  and  

act iv i t ies  are  c lear ly  labe l led w ith  both  a  p icture  and 

descr ipt ion  wh ich  encourages  ch i ldren to  become 

independent ind iv idua ls  and  learners .   Even  though the 

ch i ldren are young  they are extreme ly  capab le  of  carry ing  

out  tasks  w ithout  the  need  for  a  lot  of  support  or  

d irect ion .   We encourage th is  immediate ly  i n  the  Ear ly  

Years  by g iv ing  the ch i ldren  respons ib i l i ty  of  tak ing  the  

ro le  of  a  ‘Busybody ’ ,  (he lper ) .   He re the  ch i ldren  take  the 

reg isters ,  ass ist  the  teacher  and  show younger  members  

of  the c lass  how th ings  work  or  where th ings  go .   Not on ly  

does  it  g ive  the ch i ldren conf idence  to  do  th ings  for  

themse lves ,  but  they rea l ly  enjoy and  thr ive  from the  

respons ib i l i ty .   Here  are a  few h ints  how you can he lp  your  

ch i ld  become more  independent:  

 

 

  Encourage your ch i ld to dress themse lves  

 

  Encourage your ch i ld to th ink about a l l  the things 

they wi l l  need to take to schoo l before they set 

out from the house 

 

  Give them the respons ib i l i ty of carrying their own 

be longings e.g. book bag 

 

  Let them put the ir own book bag away and hang up 

the ir coat, th is  wi l l  promote awareness of the ir 

surround ings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Final Note! 

 
If  there is  anything e lse  you wou ld  l i ke  to  d iscuss  p lease  

do  not  hes i tate  to  contact e i ther  myse lf  Miss  Thomas  or  

Mr  Roe .   The Schoo l  phone number  is  01743 791398. 

 

We look forward to  see i ng you  in  schoo l  and  hope  yo ur  

ch i ld  enjoys  their  t ime at  Minster ley Pr imary Schoo l .   

 

 

 


