
 

Minsterley Primary School 

Science Policy 

 

 

Written: Jo Holloway 

Approved by Governors: 

Written: July 2020  

Review Date:  July 2023 

 

 

Our intention at Minsterley Primary school is to deliver a high-quality science 

curriculum in a broad and balanced way, which meets the statutory 

requirements of the National Curriculum (2013) and the Early Years 

Foundation Profile (2020). While developing a sense of excitement, curiosity 

and understanding about the scientific world around them.  

 

Aims:  

 The National Curriculum for science aims to ensure that all pupils:  

- develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the 

specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics 

- develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science 

through different types of science enquiries that help them to answer 

scientific questions about the world around them  

- are equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the 

uses and implications of science, today and for the future.  
National Curriculum England 2013  

ELG 14 The world: 

- children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, 

objects, materials and living things 

- They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and 

how environments might vary from one another 

- They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some 

things occur, and talk about changes.  
Early Years Foundation Profile 2020 



  
 

 
Statutory Requirements   
 Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of Science are laid out in 
the National Curriculum in England Framework Document for Teaching, 
September 2014 and the Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation 
Stage, December 2019.  
 
 
Planning and delivery of science 
Due to the mixed year group classes at Minsterley Primary school, science 
units are taught on a two-year rolling programme (see below). This ensures full 
coverage of the National curriculum by the end of each key stage.  
 

 
 
Across KS1 and KS2 we follow the medium-term plans for ‘Engaging Science 

primary science scheme of work’ (saved on School server), however teachers 

have the flexibility to adapt these plans to meet the needs of their class and 

ensure maximum progress and engagement of all pupils while at the same 

time ensuring full coverage of the Science National curriculum (see above two-

year rolling programme). It is important that pupils develop a secure scientific 

understanding of both knowledge and concepts in order to progress to the 



next stage. At Minsterley we use progression documents (see Appendix 2 also 

saved on Staff Server) to ensure that these building blocks are met.     

At the start of each unit of work a topic overview sheet, which includes a brief 

overview of the unit, unit objectives and working scientifically objectives, will 

be shared with pupils and glued into pupils’ books. These units will be 

delivered through both weekly science lessons and across other curriculum 

areas where appropriate.   

During science lessons pupils should be able to describe their scientific 

knowledge and conceptual understanding in everyday language, but they 

should also be encouraged and supported to use technical terminology 

accurately and precisely.   

Working Scientifically 

Through the use of the ‘Engaging Science primary science scheme of work’ we 

ensure that ‘working scientifically’ is embedded across all areas of the science 

curriculum at Minsterley primary school and is always taught and clearly 

related to the science unit being covered at the time. The types of scientific 

enquiry include: observing over time; pattern seeking; identifying, classifying 

and grouping; comparative and fair testing (controlled investigations); and 

researching using secondary sources. Across the school from Year 1 to Year 6 

we ensure that working scientifically is delivered as set out in the National 

Curriculum (2014) and that teachers are aware of the notes and guidance that 

is associated with working scientifically in each key stage.   

Science in EYFS 

The EYFS strand ‘Understanding the World’ leads directly to scientific elements 
of the curriculum and this is delivered through both child-led and adult led play 
activities. These activities will encourage reception pupils to explore, problem 
solve, observe, predict, think, make decisions and talk about the world 
around them.  

 

Assessment  

Assessment will be carried out in accordance with the school’s assessment 

policy. In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 teachers will assess children’s knowledge 

and understanding in a variety of ways to ensure they gain a full understanding 



of what each child has learnt, and what is needed to progress their 

understanding. Teachers will mark science in line with the ‘Feedback Policy’.  

Each term, Teachers in KS1 and KS2 will use the statements on the Science 

Assessment Overview (Saved on Staff Server) and make a judgement if a pupil 

is WTS (working towards age related expectations) or EXS (working at age 

related expectations) for both the units of science covered and working 

scientifically. EYFS staff will use the statements on Tapestry ‘Understanding the 

World’ to make judgements on and record pupil’s attainment. 

Progression in science is discussed in pupil progress meetings and relevant 

targets and actions are considered if required.  

In line with statutory requirements the attainment of each child in science will 

be reported at the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2.    

 

Resources 

All science resources in school and their locations are stored in a list on the 

Staff sever  (curriculum resources – science). The majority of science resources 

are stored in the main corridor or in the Stationery cupboard in clearly labelled 

trays/cupboards.  

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion 

All children have equal access to the full Science programme of study that 

satisfies the National Curriculum 2014 requirements. For additional 

information see our Equal Opportunities and Inclusion policy.  

Safe Practice 

Children are encouraged to consider their own safety, and the safety of others 

at all times. Staff will provide a safe and secure environment, for children to 

learn, at all times. Any experiments or visits which are considered a particular 

risk will need a Risk Assessment Form to be completed and consult the 

Headteacher/School visit co-ordinator prior.  
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